
Statement of the finalists of the Oskár Čepan Award 2021 on the course of the
competition

We finalists of the Oskár Čepan Award 2021 (Luki Essender, Ondřej Houšťava, Tamara
Kametani, Viktorie Langer) want to share our experience with participating in this project with
the public. It may seem too late for some comments at this point, but on the other hand, there
was no space for them during the competition or we were not able to reflect on them together
and get to know them in depth.

We, Luki, Ondrej, Tamara and Victoria, believe that feminism is first and foremost an everyday
practice and not just empty slogans on T-shirts of fashion chains. We believe in feminism, based
on the equality of all, regardless of gender, class or race; which is about solidarity, empathy and
care. Feminism, where everyone has a voice and no one is pushed into a corner. Feminism that
does not polarize but operates far beyond the boundaries of male-female binary. We are aware
of the ever-present sexism and bullying in cultural and educational institutions, and we think we
need to do as much as possible to eliminate them. Even the victims themselves can later
become aggressors, the path to recovery from traumatic experiences does not lead through the
repetition of toxic patterns from the past and the reproduction of the same behavior.

The words of the head of jury Jan Verwoert during the announcement ceremony highlighted the
fight against sexism, yet the tolerance of sexist and homophobic comments we perceived in the
process of the project makes the jury's words concerning.

How is it possible that our experience is in complete contrast with what the jury appreciated in
their choice of the laureate?

The lack of cooperation on the part of Èv van Hettmer had complicated the preparation process
from almost the very beginning. The situation gradually escalated through personal attacks in
shared online communication or on social media. The consequences of this unhealthy
competition and the pursuit of exaggerated dominance were most intensely felt just before the
installation of the final exhibition itself. We have felt intolerance from Èv towards our identities
and attitudes (which represent other than non-normative politics). Her behavior seemed
arrogant, degrading, and without a hint of respect. We perceived the working environment in
which we prepared the group exhibition as toxic and full of unjustified aggression, humiliation
and bullying. The monumentality highlighted and appreciated in the speech of the jury, Jan
Verwoert, was at the expense of the other finalists, who had to endure the consequences of the
expansiveness and unpredictability of the awarded painting installation until the very last
moment. The absence of communication about the spatial solution of the exhibition by Èv meant
that we were not able to lead a productive discussion about the individual spatial needs of each
installation.

These facts were perceived as problematic by the institution of Oskár Čepan Award from the
beginning, but almost no steps were taken to eliminate them. Insults in email communication
and the conflicts they provoked were resolved by the Oskár Čepan Award organizers by asking



for them to be ignored by other finalists. During the installation of the exhibition itself, we felt that
the problematic behavior was not adequately addressed and handled by this institution. It was
the lack of transparency in communication on the part of the organizers and the dysfunctional
structure of self-reflection that led to inappropriate behavior and its tolerance. The lack of
resources within the team of Oskár Čepan Award and the dysfunctional apparatus of oversight
within the institution thus legitimize bullying and indirectly award it. We think that the Oskár
Čepan Award should have dealt with these situations immediately and with the seriousness and
transparency they deserve.

With this letter, we would like to call on the management of the Oskár Čepan Award to create a
moral and ethical code (and its implementation) that will give this institution the tools of
reflection that we hope will provide a safer environment for future finalists. We believe that art
awards can be a format that gives space to emerging artists. This space is extremely important
and irreplaceable in our environment. We want to continue supporting it, but we ask for its
transformation into a safe and more inclusive space that places greater emphasis on
communication and the care of artists and their projects. We are not only talking about
production and curatorial support, but also the internal structure of the Oskár Čepan Award, in
which we lack clearly defined core values, horizontality and voice of an oversight body.

The aim of this letter is not to condemn or bad mouth the laureate or the Oskár Čepan Award,
but to open a discussion leading to reflection and change. We believe that the Oskár Čepan
Award is an important institution supporting the local art scene and we want it in the future to
define its position as a progressive and discursive platform not only on the surface but also in its
internal functioning.

Note: we finalists of Oskár Čepan Award 2021 have decided to respond with a collective voice
in a mutual discussion. In line with that, we will continue the same process in case of further
comments, which may result in a delay.


