
Statement of the Oskár Čepan Award Organizer

The Oskár Čepan Award project has been carried out by the Foundation – Center for
Contemporary Art since 2001. The structure of the Award, its values and
management were defined through the statutes of the US partner organization –
Trust for Mutual Understanding that has initiated and supported similar awards in
Central and Eastern Europe that are part of the Young Visual Artists Awards network.

Section 4.4. of the Agreement between the Award finalists and the Center for
Contemporary Art (Organizer) sets out responsibilities of the contracting parties as
follows: a. to act during the creative process and presentation of the Artwork in
a manner that prevents any adverse social phenomena, including defamation of
a nation, language, race, gender, ethnic group or defamation of an individual or
a group of individuals on the grounds of their identification with a race, nation,
nationality, their color of skin, ethnic group, religion or sexual orientation, and  b. to
pursue good reputation of the Oskár Čepan Award, namely by not damaging the
reputation of the Commissioning Body and the Author, as well as the organizers and
partners of the Oskár Čepan Award. The Award Organizers thus express their values
in the very Agreement. In their Statement, the Award Finalists accuse the Organizer
of failing to uphold these very values.

The Organizer, however, is committed to equal and objective care for each and every
finalist of the Award and non-discrimination – either positive or negative – of any
shortlisted artist. Likewise, the Organizer pledges to provide for objective and
impartial jury review. Thus, primarily, the Organizer is to impartially render services
and organizational support for the competition, setting equal terms for all participants.
Throughout the Project preparations, no objections or reservations to the course of
the competition, as defined in the Statutes, were raised.

Allegations of legitimization and recognition of bullying represent grave defamation of
the Oskár Čepan Award. They lack evidence about such wrongdoing and are solely
based on mere assertions about morally wrong conduct and an absence of values on
the part of the Organizer. The Organizer hereby strongly disagrees with the
allegations about legitimizing bullying at any level. Furthermore, the Organizer
opposes any ex-post devaluation and challenging of the jury’s decision. The finalists
had an opportunity and space to communicate with the jury, having the possibility to
express their views freely.

The Organizer reserves the right to protect the jury members as it equally strove to
protect the shortlisted artists. In the future, the Organizer of the Oskár Čepan Award



may consider reviewing the Statutes of the Award and design a code of conduct for
the competition.

Lucia Gavulová, director
On behalf of the Oskár Čepan Award


