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“Prof. Pobers from the Parapsychology
Department at Utrecht University was sent
to the Antilles to study the role of telepathy
commonly used among the primitives. He
found that when local women want to send
a message to their man or son they turn
to a tree and the father or son will bring
what they asked for. One day, when Pobers
witnessed the phenomenon and asked the
rural woman why she would use a tree among
anything else, her reply was both surprising
and able to solve the entire modern problem
of our instincts being stunted by the machines
we rely on. Q: ‘Why do you turn to a tree?’
A: ‘Because I’m poor. If I was rich, I would
have a phone.’”1
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This quote from Jan Houska’s book is here to illustrate the relationship of
traditional science to “Nature” and binaries of technology and magic.
Jan Houska, Magie lidských smyslů (Praha: Nakladatelství L podniku služeb
TESO, 1991), 71.
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Phenomena labelled as parapsychological have been
investigated in Czechoslovakia since the 1960s within the
fields of psychotronics and psychoenergetics. The term
psychotronics was borrowed by local researchers from French
engineer Fernand Clerc, who coined it in the journal Vie des
Métiers in 1954; the term was then popularized by the radio
technology magazine Toute la radio in 1955. The apt question
of “what does psychotronics want to be?” was answered by its
leading Czech advocate Zdeněk Rejdák as follows: “A scientific
discipline dealing with extraordinary human abilities which
may appear occasionally and unwittingly, however, they may
just as well be stabilized in some individuals by training after
laboratory research. These abilities are a manifestation of certain
specific neurophysiological and physiological processes of
the human body. They are bound to a certain energetic form
exteriorized by the human organism. This energetic form is
able to transmit information from one person to another; in that
case we speak of telepathy; or, one can receive information
remotely; that would be telegnosis; and, thirdly, this energetic
form, if appropriately modified, can perform tasks remotely and
influence the movement of matter; that is what we call telekinesis
(psychokinesis).”2
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Zdeněk Rejdák, ed., Telepatie a jasnovidnost (Praha: Svoboda, 1970), 7.
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Telepathy, or “remote feeling,” has been discussed since
1882 when this term was introduced by classic philologist,
poet and school inspector Frederic Meyers, co-founder of
the UK’s Society for Psychical Research. Similar societies to
this one, founded at the time and later, especially in Europe
and North America, started conducting controlled telepathic
experiments as well as recording cases of spontaneous
telepathy. The latter implied a connection between close people,
where one of them was exposed to remarkable tension or danger
at a specific moment. These experiments used primarily sets of
special cards (including the Zener cards with five symbols and
animal cards used by S. G. Soal among others). History’s most
successful psychics include Pavel Štěpánek, who participated in
more than 40 000 card experiments in the first half of the 1960s
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under the guidance of Czech researcher Milan Rýzl as well as
a number of international experts. However, probably due to
a certain exhaustion caused by the repetitive nature of the card
experiments, these were gradually abandoned; since the 1970s,
with regard to what is known as Ganzfeld experiments, the
participants would transmit more complex signals, such as entire
perceptions of a certain environment, rather than schematic
symbols.

Technologies provided a certain parallel grounding around
which both the scientific research into telepathy and popular
notions of telepathy were coordinated. If we maintain that
“mystical radiation is a modest anticipation of technical
radiation,”5 or admit that “any sufficiently advanced technology
is indistinguishable from magic,”6 it is probably true that “the
difference between technology and magic is a thoroughly
historical variable.”7 Radiotechnological terminology even
made it into the title of Upton Sinclair’s Mental Radio in 1930.
Furthermore, several telepathy researchers came up with
a direct professional “ethereal” experience; these included
Bernard Bernardovich Kazhinsky, author of Biological Radio
Communications, who explored telepathy in the USSR from the
1920s, and radio engineer Karel Drbal, a remarkable figure of
Czech psychotronics.
The very nature of explored events has been a subject
of lengthy discussions, especially in the Eastern Bloc,
along the lines of official dialectic materialism. Individual
researchers debated whether telepathic transmission is carried
by electromagnetic waves or another form of physical or
non-physical energy. In this context, the contrasting idea of
Soviet researcher I. M. Kogan, arguing that the antennae of
telepathically interconnected persons were actually their bodies,
was widely applauded. From the psychotronic perspective,
human, animal and vegetable bodies – aural and psychic ones
– represent nodes within a network, spun out of organisms,
energies and information. These bodies may show “regress of
awareness” which “lost its power to think unconditionally and
bear the conditional”8 or strive for “compensation to regain the
lost beauty of life on this Earth by supernatural means.”9 During
that process, they undergo an “adventure of modern rationality”
which is “swallowing” and at the same time “vomiting” the
“strange body called Telepathy,” “without being able to decide
for the former or the latter.”10 Caught between distance and
proximity, telepathic bodies are writhing in contractions of
mystifying and de-mystifying of the world.

The methodology of these experiments with “remote
perception” was developed primarily by American researchers
Harold E. Puthoff and Russel Targ, beginning in the 1970s, at the
Stanford Research Institute International.
“A one-time manifestation of distance, however near
it is,”3 if near enough for us to sense it or even suffer from it,
reveals telepathy as a “product of ambivalent modernity” where
“spooky experiences of distance and relation, of traumatic
severances and equally disturbing intimacies, have only
intensified in an increasingly globalized and technologically
saturated world.”4 19th century interest in telepathy was
stirred up by the development of telecommunication and
recording technologies, which enabled the transmission of the
message across substantial temporal and spatial distances.
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One of the locations of telepathic experiment carried out by Jan Kolský, Vojtěch Märc and Matěj Pavlík, the bridge of Slovak National Uprising in Bratislava

TELEPATHIC EXPERIMENT
Carried out by Matěj Pavlík, Jan Kolský and
Vojtěch Märc in May 2018.
Based on the methodology elaborated by Harold
E. Puthoff and Russel Targ and developed by Brenda J.
Dunne and Robert G. Jahn (from Princeton Engineering
Anomalies Research), we have conducted our own series of
telepathic experiments. We also followed recommendations
of Czechoslovak (Milan Rýzl, Zdeněk Rejdák, Karel Drbal) and
Soviet (Vasiliev, Kogan, Shishkin, Sergeyev) researchers in the
field of telepathy.
The telepathic transmission attempted to convey
holistic perceptions of particular places, their landscape and
architectonic characteristics, how they currently look, including
small details. The distance between the senders and receivers
differed in individual transmissions, from several meters to
several kilometers in some cases.
The experiment’s participants were selected randomly,
without assuming they had telepathic abilities. We did not seek
individuals who have proved their unnatural abilities, working
on the assumption that anyone can have telepathic skills. All
participants underwent the experiment voluntarily.
All senders and receivers in our telepathic pairings knew
each other and knew who they would establish a connection
with. Before the experiment, the participants were told in
what city or region their counterpart would be. They were also
informed at what time the experiment would start and end.
This information was meant to facilitate “telepathic rapport” or
“mutual synchronization” as described by Soviet researcher
L. L. Vasiliev.
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Transmission time was set at 10 minutes.
The receivers were instructed to provide a description and
a sketch of received perceptions during or immediately after the
transmission. Some targets were mediated to senders as static
or moving images.
The experiments were evaluated by a group of
independent evaluators who compared photographs of places of
telepathic transmission with records and sketches produced by
the receivers.
We would like you to take part in the evaluation
process via a short online quiz. You will be asked to evaluate
the similarity between the places of transmission and the
records made by the receivers. Your evaluations will be
further processed for a final presentation of the experiment.
START THE QUIZ
Jan Kolský, Vojtěch Märc, Matěj Pavlík
The research group for extrasensory aesthetics was
established in spring 2017. Its members, Jan Kolský, Vojtěch
Märch, Matěj Pavlík and Peter Sit, explore the history of
Czechoslovak psychotronics and psychoenergetics in its local
and international context, attempting to identify its contemporary
relevance. In autumn 2017 the research group curated an
exhibition titled Hands-Antennas: Protocols from Extrasensory
Aesthetics at the Josef Sudek’s studio in Prague. The article titled
Telepathology and Parapsychogeography is invitation and a call
for other sensitive individuals who could participate in the ongoing
research. The project’s web component was conceptualised and
realised by John Hill.
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